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Evaluation SocSimFest 2021
Participants:
Total: 420 pre-registered, some 
additions during the week/just 
before the event.

Avg per session: pre-registered 
ca 140/session on average.

Turn-up: between 35 and 100, 
around 70 as a mean.

Evaluation respondents: 41



About SocSimFesT 2021 (and 2022)



High’s and Low’s

Diversity of 
topics, people  
and formats

Atmosphere: warm, 
friendly, genuine

Good discussions, 
lots of interactions

Content - 
Interesting, 
informative, useful It is recorded

Well organised 
(informed, on time, pace, 
ease of attending, program) Free

Lacking info about 
special funding 
programs?

Bad timing given 
other pressures

Access to all 
sessions

Little interaction 
in some sessions

Incrowd party
(Some participant 
questions were 
overlooked, felt could ask 
questions) Little time for 

(informal) 
discussions



Fav sessions

Very diverse what people liked but some 
high scores are:

● Inspirational speakers: Jason Thompson
● Sensitivity analysis made easy
● ABM for historical studies
● Social influence modelling in Python
● The lab in the model, model in the lab



Who attended?
Top 3 - Learn about it from: friend and colleagues (44%), 
simsoc list (34%) and ESSA Newsletter (25%)



Some takeaways...

Overall:  “Keep doing what you do, you rock!” “love it!”     
“thanks for providing this during these times”. “Can we 
continue having this next to the social simulation conference 
(also post pandemic)”

Improvements suggestions: 
● overview of different presentations was not available for everyone, 
● maybe split up a few 1-2 day events during the year. 
● Difficult to attend the whole week due to life, maybe try to spread the 

event over a few weeks.
● Have a permanent social space where people can continue talking 

after the session



Our reflections

● Useful for keeping the community together, we can think of multiple ways 
how to use events for the community spirit.


