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SOCIAL SIMULATION

FEST 2021

The most festive social simulation event of the year!

Jason Thompson

"Be careful what you wish for - The highs and lows of modeling controversial
public policy’

Welcome! Listen 930

getinspired

Monday 15 March at

Join us online on 15-19 March 2021

[

PROGRAMME INSPIRATIONAL TALKS SOCIAL EVENT

A5-day full programme with interactive Be inspired by our invited speakers! Networking event for all participants

workshops and more.

Alison Heppenstall Nicolas Malleson

the inty in agent-based models

(aka what the *$&% is going on in my model and why?)

aptul

Agent-based modelling is maturing as a method for
adazzling array

g and
appearing in the literature, there s less work

idual behaviour and activity. Whilst there are

on important methodological issues
e discuss (and demonstrate) how approaches from the fi

such as the handling of uncertainty in these models, of

Uncertainty Quantification can be adapted for use in agent-b:

d models so that models can become robust enough to be
used inimportant policy decisions

Listen and get inspired on Wednesday at 13.30

Marco Almada
Ethics, Law, and Simulation: Thinking about social simulation in the world

Simulations can provide new 0 study the ethical and legal dimensions of

social phenomena. Hows their use mi

itself have ethical or legal

consequences, as the outputs of simulations influence decision- and policy-making

proces

nvites participants to discuss how the simulation design

Infection

process can become sensitive to and the law: what are the factors that must

be examined? What can simulation desi

ers do about ethical and legal demands?
]

uipped for that purpose? By debating these and

the Fest with an examination of the broader

Listen and get inspired on Friday at 15.15




PROGRAMME

Evaluation SocSimFest 2021

PartiCip antS : An overview of the week full of Social Simulation

workshops, social events and inspirational talks.

See you in Zoomland!

Total: 420 pre-registered, some
additions during the week/just
before the event.

Day 1 - Monday March, 15

Avg per session: pre-registered

. 09:30 - 16:45 TRACK ONE
Ca 140/s€ess10n on average. i
m EEEEEEE - 6th Workshop on Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Evidence using Social Simulation.
Turn-up: between 35 and 100,
TRACK TWO

around 70 dS 4 Imearl. =

Evaluation respondents: 41



Overall, how would you rate the SocSimFesT 20217
41 responses

30
20 21 (51.2%)
19 (46.3%)
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0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (2]4%)
; | |
1 2 3 4 5

Would you attend a similar event in Spring 20227

41 responses

@® Yes

® No
@ Maybe

About SocSimFesT 2021 (and 2022)




Diversity of
topics, people

Atmosphere: warm,
friendly, genuine

and formats

Good discussions,
lots of interactions

Content -
Interesting,
informative, useful

Well organised

(informed, on time, pace,
ease of attending, program)

Free

High’s and Low’s

It is recorded




Very diverse what people liked but some
high scores are:

Inspirational speakers: Jason Thompson
Sensitivity analysis made easy

ABM for historical studies

Social influence modelling in Python
The lab in the model, model in the lab

Fav sessions




Which is the last ESSA event (conference or online week) that you have attended?
41 responses

@ Sometime before 2015
@ 2015
@ 2016
@ 2017
@ 2018
® 2019
® 2020

@ | never attended an ESSA Social
Simulation Conference/Online week

Top 3 - Learn about it from: friend and colleagues (44%),

Who attended? simsoc list (34%) and ESSA Newsletter (25%)



Overall: “Keep doing what you do, you rock!” “love it!”
“thanks for providing this during these times”.  “Can we
continue having this next to the social simulation conference
(also post pandemic)”

Improvements suggestions:

overview of different presentations was not available for everyone,
maybe split up a few 1-2 day events during the year.

Difficult to attend the whole week due to life, maybe try to spread the
event over a few weeks.

Have a permanent social space where people can continue talking
after the session

Some takeaways...



Our reflections

e Useful for keeping the community together, we can think of multiple ways
how to use events for the community spirit.



